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Starting Hands Chart

All 169 hold’em starting hands in five tiers, with a default action by seat

. A9s A8s A7s Ab6s A5s  Ads  A3s  A2s Reading the grld
Diagonal: pocket pairs, AA down to 22.
Kls KTs K9s || K8s K7s Kés || K5s || K4s K3s || K2s Each pair can be dealt 6 ways.
Above the diagonal: suited hands (s), both
AQo ﬂ QTs | Q%9s || Q8s || Q7s || Qbs ‘ Q5s || Q4s ’ Q3s Q2s cards one suit. 4 ways each.
Below the diagonal: offsuit hands (o). 12
Alo || Ko || Qo . JTs | J9s || J8s || J7s || Jés | )55  J4s  J3s  ]2s ways each.
169 distinct hands, 1,326 two-card
ATo || KTo || QTo ‘ JTo ’ T9s | T8s || T7s || Tés | T55 T4s T3s  T2s combinafions in all
A%o || K90 || Q%o ‘ ]9 T90 98s 97s 96s 95s 94s 93s 92s
A8o || K80 | Q8o  J8o 88 87s 86s 85s 84s 83s 82s
Ao | Klo Q70 7o Tlo 970 77 76s 73s  72s Frequencies
) ) Any pocket pair 1in 17
Abo | Kbo Q6o J6o Téo 960 860 760 66 65s 64s 63s 62s
Pocket aces, or any one given pair 1 in 221
A50 | K50 Q50 J50 T50 950 850 750 650 55 54s | 53s | 52s A premium hand (AA, KK, QQ, AK) 1 in 39
Two suited cards 23.5%
Ado | Ko Qbo J4do T4o 940 840 740 640 540 44 43s 42s
L L Pocket pair flops a set or better 11.8%
A3o K3o Q30 J3o T30 930 830 730 630 530 430 33 32s Suited hand flops a flush 0.8%
A% | K20 Q2 J20 T2 92 82 72 620 52 420 32 | 22 Suited hand flops a flush draw 1725
The five tiers
TIER HANDS EARLY POSITION LATE POSITION HANDS COMBOS OF DEALS
@ Premium AA, KK, QQ, AK Raise Raise 5 34 2.6%
. Strong 11, TT, AQ, AJs, KQs, ATs, KJs, QJs Raise Raise 9 48 3.6%
Speculative 22-99, suited connectors, A2s-A9%s, KTs, Fold (pairs may call Raise o call cheap 5 116 8.7%
QTs cheap)
. Raise if folded to
) Marginal KJo, QTo, A90-Abo, K9s + late-seat steals ~ Fold 55 412 31.1%
you
Trash Everything else Fold Fold 75 716 54.0%

"Raise if folded to you" is the steal: with everyone folded before you, a middling hand plays well against the two blinds. The speculative row swings most by

seat, because those hands need a cheap flop and position to pay off. A deliberately tight baseline for fullring and sixmax cash games; loosen it once folding
is a habit.

Using the chart

Fold is the default. More than half of all deals (54%) land in the trash tier. Find your hand, check your seat, and act without a second look.

Seat first, cards second. Early position means most players still to act behind you, so only the top two tiers open. Late position adds the
steal.

Facing a raise, tighten a tier. The actions here are for a pot nobody has opened yet. Against a raise, play the premium and strong rows and
let the rest go.
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